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what we were going to do about it if Italy was hostile. Would we
immediately launch an air offensive against the Dodecanese? I
took the line that it would be impossible to promise anything
definite in the early stages of a war with Italy.

It was difficult for the French to convince the Marshal as to the
support, principally land forces, which would be forthcoming in
support of the Turks. Their Air Force in Syria was very weai, a
General to command the expected air reinforcements had arrived
but not his aircraft or personnel.

The Turk is a realist, there was nothing very much in the way
of air support that either the French or ourselves could immedi-
ately give him beyond the Hurricanes we had originally supplied
at the expense of Middle East. As a result of the conference I
formed the opinion that any further discussions with the Turks
as to their active participation in any eventuality in which they,
themselves, were not attacked would be purely academic. The
most we could expect was the preparation of airfields in Anatolia
to enable our air forces to be operated if and when the occasion
arose. Meanwhile, in France, Belgium and Holland things were
going from bad to worse, and at the beginning of June, Mussolini
was still hovering on the brink waiting to take the final and
disastrous plunge.

Our Ambassador, Sir Miles Lampson, accompanied me to an
audience with King Farouk who talked with evident knowledge
on air matters. In spite of the obvious weakness of our forces in
Egypt and of the gloomy picture in Europe, I found the attitude
of the Egyptians in all matters connected with our preparations
for the defence of their country entirely correct. They helped to
organize a useful air observer system, they placed no obstacle in
our way in the construction of new aerodromes or the acquisition
of land for repair and maintenance units. The two existing
Egyptian Gladiator fighter squadrons, trained by British in-
structors, were to be made available for the defence of Cairo and
Suez; they both came under the orders of the R.A.F, Fighter
Wing-Commander. Another of their squadrons was to operate
under the orders of the Canal Area Commander in anti-submarine
patrols and reconnaissance in the Gulf of Suez. These duties they
did in fact cany out quite conscientiously after June I2th when
Egypt broke off diplomatic relations with Italy, only two days
after Mussolini's declaration of war against Britain and France.

In all our negotiations with the Egyptians I found our large
and staunch ambassador a tower of strength. He seemed at his
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